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Using the data from research-based assessment Teaching Strategies Gold, the Early Head Start Outcome 

Framework, The Connecticut Early Learning and Development Standards, The Devereux Early Childhood 

Assessment for Infants and Toddlers, Ages and Stages screening tool, along with input from families and 

staff and the Early Learning Leadership team, ABCD Inc. Early Learning Division will advance children’s 
status in the areas of development and learning Social and Emotional, Physical, Language and Literacy, 

Cognition, Mathematics, Science and Technology, Social Studies, Arts and English language acquisition 

which includes children who are dual language learners.  Together, this information has resulted in the 

development and implementation of the programs school readiness goals. This holistic approach is 

based on the needs of children from birth to 5 years old to prepare them for their continued growth and 

development supporting transition from infant/toddler skills, to preschool and onto kindergarten school 

readiness skills.   The leadership team of devoted individuals from the community, Birth to Three 

agencies, LEAs, Policy Council, Board of Directors, Child Advocacy coalitions, and the Child Development 

Advisory Committee/Leadership Team have supported the school readiness goals and the expansion of 

updating the goals using aggregated data to continue the advancement of children’s skills.   
 

The foundation for school readiness begins in pregnancy and continues throughout the next three years. 

For infants and toddlers, school readiness refers to the developing capacity of children to self-regulate, 

develop close secure personal relationships with adults and peers, demonstrate curiosity and pay 

attention to and explore people and objects in the environment, demonstrate a sense of self-confidence, 

and communicate effectively. This developing capacity depends on the child having good health and 

receiving proper nutrition. It all happens within the context of close, nurturing, culturally responsive 

relationships with parents, caregivers, extended families and community (The National Resource 

Center). As the children transition to preschool and are more independent, they build on their earlier 

experiences to learn more complex ways of communicating, relating, exploring and understanding the 

world around them. Areas of learning during this age period become more specific and differentiated. 

The program recognizes the need to individualize for all children including children with disabilities 

providing the necessary accommodations and modifications. 
 

With the clear alignment of goals from the Head Start Early Learning Outcome Framework, The 

Connecticut Early Learning and Development Standards (CTELDS) including supporting all children using 

the CTELDS, the establishment of school readiness goals include aggregated data and parent selection of 

goals. We continue to make a difference by using the data gathered from Teaching Strategies Gold, the 

Early Head Start Outcome Framework, The Connecticut Early Learning and Development Standards, The 

Devereux Early Childhood Assessment, Ages and Stages for Infants and Toddlers screening tool, Brigance 

screening tool for preschool along with input from families, observations by staff and monitoring to 

improve in the areas of development and learning. 
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Infant Toddler 
Goal 1. Language and Literacy 

Head Start Framework 

Goal IT-LC 3: Child communicates 

needs and wants non-verbally and 

by using language 

CTELD 

Strand B: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to use language (expressive 

language). 

 L.36.5 – Expression of Ideas, 

Feelings, and Needs 

 L.36.6 – Language Structure 

Teaching Strategies Gold 

Objective 9 – Uses language to 

express thoughts and needs 

Objective 10 – Uses appropriate 

conversational and other 

communication skills 

 Objective 17-Demonstrates 

knowledge of print and its uses 

 

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will read books to help children understand language and increase vocabulary. 

 Educators will use consistent vocabulary when talking about daily activities (e.g. using snack time 

when its snack time or talking about lunch during lunch). 

 Educators will give children time to understand language by pausing during communication and while 

reading. 

 For children who are dual language readers, educators will pair the child with a peer with similar 

language background but more advanced in English to help promote receptive language. 

 For children of varying language abilities, educators will give enough time for child to understand 

language and repeat message as necessary. 

 Educators will give children the language to use when they do not understand something, such as “I 
need help” or asking to repeat. 

 Educators will respond to child’s questions. 

 Educators will provide two-step directions for children to follow. 

 Educators will have child point to familiar objects, people and body parts. 

 Educators will provide books and songs in children’s home languages. 
 Educators will describe what child is doing. 

 Educators will model words and correct sentence structure. 

 Educators will provide children with materials that promote using language. 

 Educators will ask open-ended questions. 

Notes & Progress 

Language 

Fall Winter Spring 

62% 71% 72% 

 Literacy 

Fall  Winter Spring 

77% 85% 83% 

 31% of the parents selected Language and Literacy as the goal for their children. 
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Goal 2: Mathematics 

Head Start Framework 

Goal IT-C 10: Child uses matching 

and sorting of objects or people to 

understand similar and different 

characteristics 

CTELD 

Strand A: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to understand counting and 

cardinality 

M.36.1 – Number names 

M.36.2 – Recognition of Quantity 

 Strand C: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to understand the attributes and 

relative properties of objects  

M.36.7 –Sort on the basis of one 

attribute with adult support 

Teaching Strategies Gold 

Objective 20 – Uses number 

concepts and operations 

  

Objective 21-Explores and 

describes spatial relationships and 

shapes 

  

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide children with language to use for numbers and quantity (e.g. number names, 

using more or less, tall or short). 

 Educators will provide materials to help children learn similarities and differences. 

 Educators will play games that require children to use numbers and quantity. 

 Educators will read books about numbers and quantity and point out numbers and quantity of items 

in pictures. 

 Educators will identify numbers and quantity to help children learn. 

 For children of different abilities, educators will use simple sentences and repeat critical words to 

promote learning of similarities and differences. 

 Educators will use simple language to facilitate initial learning of material and gradually use complex 

sentences when children begin to show understanding of number and quantity. 

 For dual language learners, educators will pair child with a peer of more advanced English to help 

child learn numbers and quantity. 

 Educators will provide materials that allow children to name and match (up to 3 objects). 

Notes & Progress 

Fall Winter Spring  

55% 69% 72% 

 2% of the parents selected mathematics as goal for their children 
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Goal 3: Cognitive Development 

Head Start Framework 

 Goal IT-C 1: Child actively explores 

people and objects to understand 

self, others, and objects. 

Goal IT-C 3: Child recognizes 

differences between familiar and 

unfamiliar people, objects, actions, 

or events. 

CTELD 

Strand A: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to develop effective approaches to 

learning. 

C.36.1 Curiosity and Initiative 

C.36.2 Engagement with 

Environment, People and Objects  

C.36.5 Attributes, Sorting, Patterns 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Strategies Gold 

Objective 11 – demonstrates 

positive approaches to learning 

Objective 13 – uses classification 

skills 

Objective 23 – Demonstrates 

knowledge of patterns 

 

 

 

 

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide children opportunities to explore new objects, people, and activities. 

 Educators will identify interesting sounds or objects. 

 Educators will wonder aloud to help promote exploration and discovery. 

 Educators will provide time throughout the day for children to explore in order to understand self, 

others, and objects. 

 Educators will have a flexible schedule that gives children enough time to explore. 

 Educators will encourage children to explore their interests. 

 Educators will determine interests of children to promote exploration of those interests. 

 For children of varying abilities, educators will facilitate engagement with other children. 

 Educators will provide children the opportunity to ask questions by pausing or waiting during activities. 

 Educators will provide children with sources to seek answers of questions 

 Educators will promote opportunities for children to perform daily routines. 

 Educators will ensure objects of varying colors and sizes are available to use. 

 Educators will provide different toys and objects to challenge children’s abilities. 

 Educators will give children choices, such as varying objects of different sizes and saying “Would you 
like the big car or the little car?” to help instill differences. 

 Educators will provide self-selected activities. 

Notes & Progress 

Fall Winter  Spring  

68% 78% 83% 

7% of the parents selected Cognitive Development goal for their children. 
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Goal 4: Social Emotional Development 

Head Start Framework 

Goal IT-SE 6: Child learns to 

express a range of emotions 

CTELD 

Strand D: Early learning experiences 

will support children to develop 

express, recognize and respond by 

emotions 

SE 36.6– Begin to communicate 

about feelings 

Teaching Strategies Gold 

Objective 1 – Regulates own 

emotions and Behaviors  

Objective 2 – Establishes and 

sustains positive relationships 

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide time for children to engage in play. 

 Educators will provide chances for children to engage in small groups. 

 Educators will provide words for emotions displayed by children. 

 Educators will be flexible in supporting children for self-regulating their behavior. 

 Educators will provide duplicate toys and materials. 

 Educators will stay close to children in new situations and offer verbal encouragement for positive 

interactions. 

 Educators will provide children with toys that require working with another child. 

 Educators will provide common toys for children to have the opportunity to imitate each other. 

 Educators will assist in providing language to help child imitate and engage with other children. 

 Educators will provide children the opportunity to interact with one another. 

 For children who are dual language learners, educators will pair child with strong language abilities in 

both the home language and English language. 

Notes & Progress 

Fall Winter Spring  

71% 85% 89% 

37% of the parents selected Social-emotional development for their children. 
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Goal 5: Perceptual Motor & Physical Development 

Head Start Framework 

Goal IT-PMP 6: Child coordinates 

hand and eye movements to 

perform actions 

CTELD 

 

Strand B: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to develop fine motor skills 

PH.36.6 –Eye hand Coordination 

Ph.36.7 – Small muscle movement 

and coordination 

Teaching Strategies Gold 

Objective 4 – Demonstrates 

traveling skills 

Objective 7 – Demonstrates fine-

motor strength and coordination 

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide children with toys that promote learning of sensory information and body 

awareness (e.g. toys that have different textures or having mirrors in the room). 

 Educators will assist in providing appropriate language for learning about sensory information. 

 Educators will provide time for children to explore sensory information and body awareness. 

 Educators will provide shape sorters and other toys that require use of two hands. 

 Educators will make suggestions about how children could use materials. 

 Educators will provide songs and books related to sensory information (such as books that offer 

different textures). 

 Educators will provide children with appropriate writing tools or paint objects to use (e.g. large 

crayons). 

 Educators will provide material related to child’s culture. 
 Educators will provide materials that require hand-eye coordination (e.g. putting body parts on Mr. 

Potato). 

Notes & Progress 

Fall Winter Spring  

73% 86% 86% 

23% of the parents picked Perceptual Motor and Physical Development as goal for their children. 

 

The Head Start Leaders Guide to Positive Child Outcomes 

Supporting All Children Using the Connect Early Learning and Development Standards 
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PRESCHOOL 
 

Goal 1: Math  

Head Start Framework 

Domain: Mathematics 

Development 

Sub-Domain: counting and 

Cardinality 

Goal P- Math 1. Child knows 

numbers names and the count 

sequence. 

CTELD  

Domain: Early Mathematical 

Discovery 

Strand A: Early learning 

experience will support children 

to understand counting and 

cardinality. 

 

Creative Curriculum (TSG) 

Objective 20 Uses number 

concepts and operations  

a. Counts 

b. Quantifies 

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide developmentally appropriate opportunities for children to count verbally from 

1 up to 20. 

 Educators will provide developmentally appropriate activities with a variety of objects for children to 

sort and count up to 20. 

 Educators will model counting strategies. Touch or point to each object. 

 Educator will demonstrate and encourage children to write one-digit numerals and some two-digit 

numerals. 

 Educators will use objects grouping objects so that children can solve simple math equation more 

than, less than or equal. 

 Educators will recite finger plays or rhymes and sing songs about numbers. 

 Educators will read stories that include numerals and items to count. 

 Educators will practice counting in ways that involve multiple learning styles and representations 

using senses (touching numbers, hear numbers, seeing numbers or physically moving their bodies to 

commands that involve numbers sequences.  

 Educators will use everyday situations to illustrate combining and separating. For example, when a 

child leave a center educator might say” We had three children in that center if one leaves we now 
have two.”  

Notes & Progress 

 

 

Fall  Winter Spring 

64% 74% 82% 

 

11% of parents selected Mathematics development as the number one priority goal.  
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Goal 2: Cognition/ Approaches to Learning 

Head Start Framework 

Domain: Approaches to learning 

Sub-Domain: Cognitive Self –
Regulation (Executive Functioning) 

Goal P-ATL 7 Child persists in tasks 

 

CTELD 

Domain: Cognition 

Strand C. Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to strengthen executive function. 

Task Persistence  C.48.14 Continue 

working through moderately 

difficult activities, despite some 

frustration 

Creative Curriculum Teaching 

Strategies Gold 

Domain: Cognition 

Objective 11: demonstrate 

positive approaches to learning 

 

 

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide many opportunities for children to observe others solving problems and work 

with other children and adults to solve problems together.  

 Educators will rotate materials regularly to maintain children’s interest. 
 Educators will provide materials that children are familiar with to enhance children’s prior knowledge.  

 Educators will encourage children to solve problems for themselves when appropriate; be available to 

offer support, encouragement, and new ideas when needed.  

 Educators will demonstrate, explain and engage children in trying different ways of doing things and 

discuss if strategies worked well.  

 Educators will prompt children tolerate small levels of frustration and disappointment, displaying 

appropriate behavior with adult prompting and support. 

 Educator will nurture children curiosity by providing thought provoking hands on, investigatory 

experience that motivate them to apply their developing skills and prior knowledge and that challenge 

them to think. 

 Educators will be mindful to create “Real World” problems for the children to solve. 
 Educators will encourage children to think of multiple ways to create something using the same 

materials. 

 Educators will emphasize the process children use to come up with possible approaches to task 

instead of focusing on finished products and answers.  

Notes & Progress 

Cognition/ Approaches to Learning 

Fall Winter Spring  

65% 74% 81% 

 

27% of parents selected approaches to learning as their number one priority goal. 
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Goal 3: Literacy Knowledge Skills/ 

Head Start Framework 

Literacy Knowledge and Skills: 

Goal P-LIT 3- Child identifies letter 

of the alphabet and produces 

correct sounds associated with 

letters.  

 

CTELD 

Strand D: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to gain book appreciation and 

knowledge (interest and 

engagement with books). L.24.11 

& L.24.12 

Creative Curriculum 

Demonstrates phonological 

awareness.  

Demonstrates knowledge of the 

alphabet. 

Demonstrate knowledge of print 

and its uses.  

Comprehends and responds to 

books and other texts.  

Demonstrates emergent writing 

skills.  

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will plan and implement curriculum that exposes children to the written alphabet in 

correspondence with the sounds of the alphabet.  

 Educators will provide opportunity for children to learn letters of their own name and what each 

letter sounds like.  

 Educators will encourage children to name and comment on familiar pictures.  

 Educators will provide opportunity for children to chime in on nursery rhymes or repeat words and 

phrases from familiar stories.  

 Educators will provide opportunity for children to answer simple, specific questions about familiar 

stories.  

 Educators will organize their space to promote conversations and other language use.  

 Educators will incorporate print throughout the environment.  

 Educators will include literacy materials in all areas of interest.  

 Educators will incorporate activities such as alphabet puzzles, magnets, and tactile letters to interest 

area. In addition children will be given the opportunity to manipulate materials and make alphabet 

modes such as sand, playdoh, foam, paint etc. 

Notes & Progress 

Literacy Knowledge and skills 

Fall Winter Spring 

66% 78% 83% 

 

35% of parents selected Literacy knowledge skills as the number one priority goal 
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Goal 4: Language Development 

Head Start Framework 

Language and Communication: 

P-LC 4- Child understands, follows, 

and uses appropriate social and 

conversational skills.  

CTELD 

Strand C: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to use language for social 

interaction (Language for 

interaction) L.48.11 

Creative Curriculum 

Listens and understand 

increasingly complex language.  

Uses language to express thoughts 

and needs.  

Uses appropriate conversational 

and other communication skills.  

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will promote vocabulary and oral language development when they engage children in 

discussions and more casual conversations, singing, and reciting, rhymes.  

 Educators will provide opportunity for children to converse with peers about common experiences or 

events.  

 Educators will prompt language use by asking the children simple, who, what, where, and why 

questions.  

 Educators will model socially appropriate tone and volume when conversing with children.  

 Educators will promote multi-turn conversations with children by being responsive to the children in a 

variety of ways (i.e. asking questions or expanding on statements). 

 Educators will ask open- ended questions that encourage multiple responses. 

 Educators will introduce children to less common words through books, songs, conversations, 

discussions, pretend play, firsthand experiences, and in-depth studies. 

  

Notes & Progress 

Language Development  

Fall Winter Spring 

67% 76% 81% 

 

 46% of parents selected language development as the number one priority goal.  
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Goal 5: Physical Development and Health 

Head Start Framework 

Perceptual, Motor, and Physical 

Development  

Goal P-PMP 6- Child demonstrates 

knowledge of personal safety 

practices and routines.  

 

CTELD 

Strand C: Early learning 

experiences will support children 

to acquire adaptive skills (safety 

and responsibility) PH.48.9 

Creative Curriculum 

Demonstrates traveling skills.  

Demonstrates balancing skills.  

Demonstrates gross-motor 

manipulative skills.  

Demonstrates fine-motor strength 

and coordination.  

Strategies & Implementation 

 Educators will provide understanding of basic safety rules at school.  

 Educators will provide general rules to follow regarding safety practices in and outside of the 

classroom.  

 Educators will provide materials in regards to health and safety.  

 Educators will support children’s awareness of personal safety practices and routines.  

 Educators will promote independence in following personal safety practice and routines.  

Notes & Progress 

Physical Development and Health 

Fall Winter Spring 

73% 80% 86% 

 

36% of parents selected physical development as the number one priority goal.  

 

 


